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A Message from Rev. Ha Na Park

M

inister’s Musing on “M”

Sunday, March 20

Have you ever stretched your arm out straight as you stood on the ground
and spun around 360 degrees? Try it! As you do, you will see that you are

10:30 am
Worship Palm Sunday
Friday, March 25

actually drawing a circle - a space - and we call that arm’s-length space our
personal boundary. In Canada, a boundary of that size may give you a sense
of protection, and under normal social circumstances, you can choose
whether you will invite another person to come into your personal space.
As a person who has struggled with a relatively weak sense of my own
authority, I find that the exercise of creating a space, not a physical
boundary but an inventive space where I can claim my inherent worth and
originality, enlarges my sense of freedom and strength. I try to create a

9:45 am
Hot Cross Buns & Fellowship
10:30 am
Good Friday Worship
@ UCiM with St. Mary’s Road UC

space that is invitational and welcoming, encouraging others to claim their

Sunday, March 27

freedom and strength, recognize their worth and originality, as well. When

10:30 am
Easter Sunday Worship

we participate together in a convivial life of togetherness, we build a
community, something I believe is the
mandate for Christians in the 21st century.
We witness that the progressive Christian life
calls us to joyfully resist and defy isolation,
hierarchy, and marginalization.
Here’s a story from our Talking Teens: in our last February session, I found
that our youths were stuck with the word, ‘marginalization’. They weren’t
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

able to grasp what it might mean at first. Then, our youths started thinking of the
word, ‘margin’.
We welcome you to
participate in the Holy
Week services on Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday.

“Margins may mean the edges around a paper,’ one youth said.
“Let’s look at the paper as a society. Our society also has margins. Those who
identify themselves in the ‘margins’ for whatever reason can be the ‘marginalized’
groups. Who do you think they might be?”
A minute passed, and another youth thought hard and answered, “I think the
refugees might be.”
At the time, I was so focused in helping the youth find the definition of
‘marginalized’ in their own terms that only later did I realize that ‘marginalization’ is
not really about identifying which people have been marginalized, analyzing who are
in today’s marginalized groups, and determining their needs. Marginalization is
really about any situation where and when someone or some people are not given
full 100 percent inclusion and access to the resources and care that they need.
I have a firm belief that our church life calls us to create a space that is centered in
the participation that Jesus modelled in the Last Supper, and in the many stories in
the Bible where Jesus shares meals with his companions. In their sharing, the food is
always enough for everyone when it passes through the hands of Jesus. Justice is
incarnated, marginalizing is strongly resisted. Even a little child is included, welcome
to participate in the creation of a miracle for thousands, when that child offers up
the small amount of food their family could provide.
The United Church in Meadowood hopes that everyone feels that they are included
and invited to participate. Small Groups expand their welcome to bless the stranger
and the familiar, to live equally in the creational space of God’s grace. Creating an
alternative worship space based on the ‘participating’ model can be an effective way
to discourage marginalizing, especially when it comes to a youth-led service. It is
our way of messaging that youth are valuable; their participation is indispensable in
the envisioning and expanding of mission and ministry.

Ha Na
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From my heart, I invite you
to come to the Maundy
Thursday evening service
that our own young people
and their friends will host,
lead, and participate. I
hope that this space,
created by the hands of
our youth and the heart of
Christ, will be warm,
invitational, and
inspirational.
Calling this day “Maundy
Thursday” comes from the
Gospel of John. “Maundy”
means ‘mandate’ - the
new commandment: “I
give you a new
commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you also
should love one
another.” (John 13:34)
The evening meditation
begins with a light meal in
the sanctuary of UCiM at
5:30 pm, on March 24th.
Come hungry, and help us
erase all margins as we
create Christ's participating
space.
Ha Na
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Membership Committee News

T

o start off this report, the membership committee would like to thank all KIT
callers for their hard work this year as well as past years. We appreciate the

continued support in making sure church members are aware of the events and
work of the church.
A big thank you to Helga Grose for producing the Monitor.
We would also like to thank Sharon Cox who continues to document through
pictures the life and work of the Church.

In 2015 we welcomed 38
new members to UCiM
through the transfer of

In November 2015 the membership committee hosted the second Newcomers
breakfast of 2015. The breakfast was once again held before Sunday service and we
saw another nice turnout.
December was our Christmas break and most of us were busy with other church
events and of course family time.
Our committee continues to work on finding an efficient way to capture the data
from our communication slips in a manner that would enable us to meet our
mission to “gather, maintain and communicate membership

information”.
January brought us together again to determine our budget for
2016; work on our new KIT caller procedures; and plan for our KIT
caller thank you and Newcomers breakfasts. We also worked on the
construction of our new Welcoming packages.
Membership committee members include Marnie Stimpson, Karen
Lenaghan, Linda Huska, Valerie Wilson, and Liz Bachman
Respectfully Submitted by
Dee Dee Budgell
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membership, profession of
faith, or adult confirmation.
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Finance Committee Report

W

e are pleased to provide the following updates:

Financial Results for 2015
For the 12 months ending December 31, 2015, UCiM showed an operating deficit of
-$3,305 versus a projected deficit of -$8,394.
While general offerings remained relatively flat (only a 0.5% increase over 2014), a
number of fundraising events along with good expense control allowed us to
achieve this relatively small deficit.

Burn the Mortgage Campaign
The response to this campaign has been excellent. In 2015 we received 101
congregant donations totalling $56,880 resulting in reducing our VIM mortgage to
$19,025. Our goal is to have the VIM mortgage fully repaid by the end of May
2016.
We are now in the range that 19 gifts of $1,000 will retire this debt in full (or 38
gifts of $500, or 76 gifts of $250). Every gift helps and is greatly appreciated. Thanks

Our goal is to have the
VIM mortgage fully
repaid by the end of
May 2016.

to everyone who has contributed to date.

Fundraising
A series of fundraising events have been planned for 2016:


Quilting/Cropping Weekend (March)



Dakota Senior’s Floor Curling – canteen, banquet and Ray St. Germain entertainment

If you would like to
organize or assist with
any of these events,
please let Karen Irvine or
myself know.

(March)



Mother’s Day Tea (May)



Bud, Spud & Steak social event (May)



Plant Sale (May)



Parking Lot Trunk/Boot Sale (June)



Fall Supper (October)



Dakota Community Centre Craft Sale – canteen & volunteer support (November)



Quilting Cropping Weekend (November)

If you have any other
suggestions, please let us
know as well.

Don Thorpe
Chair
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Men’s Group Report

T

he Men’s Group began 2016 with a new executive and an exciting and
ambitious plan for this coming year.

At January’s meeting, the executive reviewed the success of our Men’s Mittens for

2016 Executive

West Broadway. We purchased 20 mittens from Karen Irvine and added those to

Chair
Doug Purdey

the donations for WBCM Christmas hampers for men. WBCM was very grateful for
our support. At this meeting the executive also shared their desire to have a guest
speak join us for each of our dinner meetings this year.


Treasurer &
Recording Secretary
Don Thorpe

For March, Rudy Ramchandar was invited to host a presentation on “The
Mackenzie River, Canada’s Cold Amazon”. It will be a St. Patrick’s Day dinner
with Irish stew so please wear something green.



Council Rep
Ali Karim

For April, Jim Smith has extended an invitation to Assiniboine Park Zoo/
Conservancy to speak about the new happenings at the park. Dinner will be

Mother’s Day Tea Chair
Ken Irvine

potluck with food brought by those whose last name begins with M-Z.


Vice Chair
Jim Smith

In May Mike Balshaw will lead us in a discussion on “Green Energy”.

To ensure the continued success of our monthly dinners, each month we need
everyone attending to take a turn bringing a main dish or another part of the
dinner .
We will once again host (along with the help of the congregation) the Mother’s Day
Tea, on Saturday, May 7, 2016.
At our February meeting, Rev. Lynda Trono spoke to the successes and goals of
West Broadway Community Ministry and showed a video of their successful projects.
Rev. Lynda also brought her friend “Robert” who shared his personal story via a
video. (Robert’s Story short video was created with the help of 1 Just City and is
available for sharing.) At this meeting we were pleased present Rev. Lynda with
three donations for WBCM totalling $685 (from the Men’s Group, the UCW, and the
Outreach Committee).
Doug Purdey
Chair
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Please note:
March’s dinner meeting
has been changed from
the 24th to the 17th.
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Message from Chair of Council

A

s this issue of the Meadowood Monitor goes to press, I will be in my final
phase as Chair of Council and I wish to thank everyone who supported me

and guided me along the way.
Last year when I was elected Chair of Council, I quoted Martin Luther King, Jr. saying

“Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the whole staircase.”. I feel
that my faith has assisted me up a few of those stairs, with a lot more yet to be
seen; lots of room for growth, new ideas, new people to meet, and things to be
accomplished.
Sometimes we forget to remember and appreciate all the things we have done, the
lives we have touched, and the friends we have made. Remembering some of them:


We experienced Easter weekend with our Moderator, the Right Reverend Gary
Paterson



We initiated a “Burn the Mortgage” campaign that is nearing completion



Children’s Church and Talking Teens are growing in numbers and stature



The audio/visual was expanded to the Fellowship Hall



Two sessions of Coffee, Cake and Conversation gave us the opportunity to know
others better



We welcomed our new accompanist, Megan Dufrat



We held the unveiling of the “Book of Lives”.

I now look forward to working together with our church community to realize the
dreams we have for The United Church in Meadowood through committee work.
In closing, my heartfelt thanks to Rev. Gordon and Rev. Ha Na for their support, and
to all council and committee members for the many hours of dedication they have
given to our church.
Blessings to all.
Jean Thorpe
Chair of Council
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Faith is taking
the first step
even when you
don’t see the
whole staircase
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Memorial Fund Report
Easter Flowers and Memorial Gardens
During the 2016 Lenten season, the Memorial Fund will be accepting contributions
in memory of loved ones, for “Easter Flower and Memorial Gardens”.
Memorial Fund Trustees

Trustees of the Memorial Fund will be available to accept donations before and after

Bev Beck

worship service on March 13 & March 20.

Karen Berube
Donna Bulow

A notice inviting contributions in memory of loved ones will be placed in the Church
announcements. The names of loved ones will be included in the Easter Sunday,

Marvie Gordon

March 27, 2016 bulletin and in the Memoriam Book at the back of the Sanctuary.

Jodie Heaman
Eleanor Slater

*****
The trustees purchased potted plants for the sanctuary for Easter Sunday.
Additionally we passed a motion to provide up to $200 to the pastoral care team for
the purchase of Easter flowers to be delivered to UCiM congregants visited by the
pastoral care team.
Bedding plants and perennials will be purchased from the UCiM Plant Sale for the
Memorial Gardens.

Marvie Gordon was
warmly welcomed as a

The memorial fund trustees along with Rev. Gordon Taylor are researching “Scatter
Gardens” and a “Memorial Plaque” as a possible undertakings over the next year or
two.
*****

Book of Lives and Unveiling Day annual celebration will be held on a Sunday
October 30, 2016. Brochures and forms are available on the table in the narthex. We
encourage anyone who wishes to have a loved one included in the Book of Lives
and presented at the Unveiling Day service, to complete a form and submit it to
Andrea. Submissions are due by September 23, 2016.
Jodie Heaman
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trustee to the Memorial
Fund.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Dinner & an Evening
with
Ray St. Germain

Cocktails @ 4:30 pm

Dinner @ 5:00 pm

Show @ 6:00 pm

Dakota Community Centre - 1188 Dakota Street
Tickets $20
Silent Auction

50/50 Draw

Cash Bar

To purchase tickets please contact:
Karen @ 204-795-6654

Don @ 204-254-1053

UCiM @ 204-256-7002

Thursday, March 24, 2016
UCiM youth welcomes you to an evening, meditative service “The-Story-

Maundy Thursday

We-Re-Tell” o Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016 at 5:30 pm. This youthled evening service is for all ages!


A light meal



Hand/foot washing experience



Meditation



Contemplative music

Saturday, May 7, 2016
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Mother’s Day Tea

Adults $10.00
Children ages 3-10 - $5.00
Hosted by the Men’s Group

Thursday, May 26, 2016
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Bud, Spud & Steak

Reign Nightclub at Canad Inns - Fort Garry
1792 Pembina Hwy.

Children
accompanied by
legal guardian are
welcome.

Tickets $25 (Includes: 6 oz. steak, baked potato, garlic toast, caesar salad,
fried mushrooms, veggies, beer, 1 oz. liquor, pop or juice)
Silent Auction

50/50

Cash Bar

To purchase tickets please contact:
Karen @ 204-795-6654

Don @ 204-254-1053
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UCiM @ 204-256-7002
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Our Faith Community
Baptism
December 27, 2015

In Memoriam

Ava-Jade Jennifer Godard
daughter of
Jennifer and Sean Godard

Agnes Stewart (Finnie) Coutts
November 5, 2015
****

****

Ida Tessa McAughey
November 2, 2015

Sean Nicholas Savage
son of
Candice and Scott Savage

****

****

Floyd Trevor Wiebe
November 30, 2015

Georgia Jane Sewell
daughter of
Tracy and Jeremy Sewell

****
Leslie Lester (Les) Anderson
December 20, 2015

Don't give up - spring is coming!

****

We have a collection of children's

Barbara Francis Scharf
December 23, 2015

Easter books in the library as well as

****

some adult reading material for Lent.

Patricia Elaine Young
January 30, 2016

We also hope once again to be able to
take books into Sunday school for the
children to borrow.

Happy Reading!
Marnie Stimpson &
Lynda Unfried.

The Meadowood Monitor is a publication of the United Church in Meadowood.
MEADOWOOD MONITOR
Helga Grose
Editor

1111 Dakota Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2N 3T7
ph 204.256.7002 fax 204.256.6078
www.ucim.org email ucim@ucim.org
Forward items for submission to: helgagrose@mts.net
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March 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

12

13
10:30 am Worship
5th Sunday in Lent

14

Baptism

15
11:30 am Catering
lunch @ Dakota CC *
4:30 pm Dinner &
Entertainment with
Ray St. Germain @
Dakota CC*

Annual meeting after worship

16
10:45 am Golden
Links Lodge Worship
1 pm Grief Group
2:15 pm Vista Park
Lodge Worship

17
10 am Lenten Bible
Study

18
6:30 - 8 pm Youth
Confirmation Class

19

24
10 am Lenten Bible
Study

25
9:45 am Hot Cross
Buns & Fellowship

26

2 pm Handiworks

10:30 am Good Friday
Worship at UCiM with
St. Mary’s Rd UC

Men’s Group
5:30 pm Gathering
6 pm Dinner

7 pm Baptism Prep
8 pm Choir

20
10:30 am Worship
6th Sunday in Lent

21
7 pm UCW

22
12 noon Seniors
Lunch

23
1 pm Grief Group
8 pm Choir

Palm Sunday
Talking Teens - Guest Jade
Hullen

27
10:30 am Sunday
Easter Sunday

5:30 pm Maundy
Thursday Worship

28
Easter Monday
Church office closed

29

30
1 pm Grief Group

31

8 pm Choir

*denotes UCiM fundraiser
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April 2016
Sun

3
10:30 am Worship

Mon

4

Tue

5
7 pm Committees
meet

Communion
Cradle Roll

Wed

6
1 pm Grief Group

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

14
2 pm Handiworks

15
4 - 9 pm St. Vital Art
Show & Sale

16
10 am - 4 pm St. Vital
Art Show & Sale

7 pm
 Children’s Church
Leaders Orientation
 Fellowship mtg

 Property mtg
10
10:30 am Worship

11

12

13
10:45 am River Park
Lodge Worship
1 pm Grief Group

UCW Canteen & Bake
Sale

8 pm Choir

17
10:30 am Worship

18
7 pm UCW

19
7 pm Council

Talking Teens

24
10:30 am Worship

20
10:45 am Golden
Links Lodge Worship

21

22

23

28
Men’s Group
5:30 pm Gathering
6 pm Dinner

29

30
9:30 am Pastoral Care
Workshop

7 pm Baptism Prep

25

26
12 noon Seniors
Lunch

27
8 pm Choir

Talking Teens
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1111 Dakota Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R2N 3T7
Phone 204.256.7002
Fax 204.256.6078
Email ucm@ucim.org
Web www.ucim.org

We are a congregation that
endeavours to be inclusive and
hospitable.
We welcome you and hope to share
a bit of our ministry with you.

*****

Ministers
Rev. Ha Na Park
hana.park@ucim.org
Rev. Gordon Taylor
gordon.taylor@ucim.org
Office Administrator
Andrea Hurst
ucm@ucim.org

The United Church in Meadowood
Annual Meeting
Sunday, March 13, 2016
All members, adherents, newcomers, youth, and children are invited
to attend our annual meeting after worship on March 13.

Consider taking part in this important meeting about the life and
Music Director
Chad Muir
chad@ucim.org
Accompanist
Megan Dufrat
megan.dufrat@gmail.com

work of our congregation!

Lunch and childcare will be provided
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