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T he season of 

Advent is “at hand” 

– soon upon us!  What 

is your reaction to the 

“Christmas season”?   

 

Some people 

are thrilled 

with the 

season, and 

seem to be 

energized by 

the traditions 

– the lights, 

the cards, the 

baking, the visiting, the 

shopping, the crowds, 

the church services.  

Others find December 

overwhelming – the 

lights, the cards, the 

baking, the visiting, the 

shopping, the crowds, 

the church services! Why 

is that?  Is it just the 

difference between 

extroverts and introverts 

(and I’m not saying one 
is better than the other)? 
Does it have to do with 

one’s sense of their own 

capacity to give … that 

some feel they have the 

resources to spend, 

while others don’t have 

any more to share?  

Does it have to do with 

where one is on a non-

level playing field, or 

with an imbalance of 

expectations?  What is 

your reaction to the 

“Christmas season”?   

Or does it have to do 

with the meaning of the 

message?  Some people 

experience Christmas as 

filled with new hope and 

life (a baby is born, after 

all!), with a renewed 

expression of goodness 

and giving. Others 

notice the 

inconsistencies and 

distortions from how life 

usually is (after all, even 

the sociopath Herod, 

said he wanted to 

worship the newborn 

Messiah!)  What is your 

reaction to the 

“Christmas season”?   

 

This year, I’m 

appreciating how the 

narratives that have 

shaped a good chunk of 

our understanding of 

Jesus are located in the 

ordinary.  His birth is not 

presented in the gospels 

as an idealized moment 

- as our romantic 

television programs or 

greeting cards (or 

sermons, often!), or our 

own emotional desires 

for Christmas would 

suggest.   It’s ordinary!  

It’s the story of an old 

priest going through the 

motions, and silent grief 

of his wife who has no 

grandchildren. Or, 

children!  It’s the story 

of citizens grumbling 

about taxes, and the 

government many of 

them want turfed!  It’s 

the story of young 

newlyweds figuring out 

how to be adults … I can 

just imagine the tension 

between them when 

Mary, jostled about on 

the donkey, mutters just 

loud enough to be 

heard, why hadn’t 

Joseph thought ahead, 

and made a reservation?  

It’s about having to 

(Continued on page 2) 

A Message From Rev. Gordon Taylor 
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Come Celebrate Advent 

 

1st Sunday of Advent 

HOPE 

November 30 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

PEACE 

December 7 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

JOY 

December 14 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 

LOVE 

December 21 

 
Please join us 

 
Christmas Eve 

 
 

Family Services 
 

3:30 pm Pageant 
(new time this year) 

& 
7:00 pm 

 
Communion Service  

11:00 pm 
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travel when you’d really 

rather stay home.  It’s 

about strangers, nicely or 

rudely, telling you, “sorry, 

no room, not my problem.” 

It’s about unexpected 

guests showing up 

inconveniently in a hovel 

full of animals and after-

birth, and babbling 

bizarrely about stars and 

sheep and signs.  It’s about 

the perpetual and too-

ordinary delusion that you 

can get what you want by 

violence against innocents.  

 

I’m grateful this Advent 

season for the good news 

- that God does not come 

to us when we FINALLY get 

our lives and homes and 

world all tidied, and clean, 

and presentable. God 

comes to us smack-dab in 

the midst of ordinary 

everyday life – be it 

chaotic, or coordinated to 

the nines.   Which means, 

the holy one could be, 

maybe is, certainly is 

travelling to be born in our 

day to day lives, and not 

only in the places where 

we live, but also in what 

passes for ordinary in the 

homes of those all around 

us in Winnipeg, in the 

ordinary reality we see in 

the news. Advent reminds 

me to listen and look more 

carefully at all the 

ordinariness around us, for 

Jesus being born.  What 

will your reaction be to the 

“Christmas season”?   

 

Gordon 

(Continued from page 1) 

In Joy and In Sorrow 

Wed di ngs 
 

Kenneth Richard Yellowega 

& 

Patricia Eleanor Pohl 

October 11, 2014 

B apti sm  

 

Iver William Duncan MacInnes 

Son of 

Gord and Nicole MacInnes 

Brothers of 

Griffin and Locklan 

November 16, 2014 

Dea th s/ Ser vi ces  

 

Barbara Ann Mashinter 

August 17, 2014 

 

John Myskiw 

October 15, 2014 

 

Jean Dorine Whyte 

October 17, 2014 

 

Bernice (Bea) Friesen 

November 11, 2014 

 

Rena Coulter 

November 15, 2014 

 
 
 

Registrations for the next 

available Baptism - Sunday 

March 15, 2015 are now 

being received. 

Please contact the church 

office before January 5, 

2015 if you wish to have 

your child baptized at that 

service. 
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T he United Church in Meadowood 

Memorial Fund Trustees 

announces the Book of Lives and 

Unveiling Day. 

 

THE BOOK of LIVES is a project of 

remembering, of telling something of 

the life of loved ones connected to 

UCiM who have passed on to their 

reward.  Friends and visitors are 

welcome to browse through the stories 

of our beloved, which bear witness to 

the real lives and faith of our people. 

 

Families who have lost a loved one may 

contribute one standard page (a 

photograph, short genealogy and 

biographical summary) that will be 

maintained in an attractive folio, to be 

kept on display in a public location in 

the church.  Family members are asked 

to submit information and picture to 

the church office, where our staff will 

assemble the final page on heavier card 

stock for durability and appearance. 

 

Submissions are invited on a continuous 

year round basis.  They will be 

ceremonially unveiled once a year on 

Unveiling Day.  (Submissions forms are 

available from the Church office.) 

 

UNVEILING DAY is a rite based on a 

Maori tradition in which the deceased 

are remembered one year after their 

burial. 

 

The Memorial Fund Trustees have 

chosen to introduce this tradition at 

UCiM, on November 1, 2015 – which 

will be All Saints Sunday. 

 

Photos of those remembered will be 

projected during worship, and the 

remembrance pages will be unveiled.  

Relatives of those who have died will be 

invited to attend the service and be 

recognized. 

Our inaugural service plans to 

gather remembrances for 

those connected to UCiM 

without limit as to the date of 

death.  We invite anyone who 

would like to have a family 

member remembered at the 2015 

service to contact the Church office 

or one of the Memorial Fund Trustees. 

 

After 2015, the Unveiling Day service 

will include loved ones who have had 

funerals/memorial services at UCiM 

during the previous two years. (e.g. 

2015 & 2016). 

 

For more information contact: Rev. 

Gordon Taylor ucm@ucim.org 

or one of the Memorial Fund Trustees:  

 

Bev Beck 
Karen Berube 
Donna Bulow 
Jodie Heaman 
Eleanor Slater 

Book of Lives and Unveiling Day 
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A s with every household there are 

minor repairs and maintenance 

work that needs to be done at the 

church on a regular basis. Our church 

community joined together in fellowship 

to clean the church inside and out on 

Blue Jean Sunday, October 5, 2014. 

Many thanks are extended to the 30+ 

volunteers for their energetic work ethic. 

We all enjoyed a delicious lunch after 

the cleanup.  

 

Over the summer and fall months much 

work was done to ensure our church 

property looked great.  The grass was 

mowed on a regular basis thanks to 

volunteers; trees and shrubs were 

pruned; flowerbeds were weeded and 

watered; and leaves were raked up 

several times over the last two months. 

 

 

Other maintenance included: 

 Filters on the large furnace have 

been changed and the filters on the 

small furnace were cleaned. 

 The riding lawn mower was serviced 

for winter storage. 

 Parking curb barriers were moved to 

allow for snow clearing. 

 The discharge pipe from the sump 

pump was removed to prevent ice 

from forming on the parking lot. 

 The clocks, furnace timers, parking 

lot lights and sign lights have been 

reset to standard time. 

 The defective battery mechanism in 

the toilet of the handicapped stall in 

the Men’s washroom was replaced 

on warranty. 

 

The capital project in 2014 was the 

replacement of the triangular (rake-

head) east windows in the Fellowship 

Hall. The windows were installed by 

October 8, 2014 at a cost of $6,268.50. 

The final project report has been mailed 

to the Community Places Program in 

order to receive the $2,000.00 grant..  

The Men’s Group donated $3,000.00 

towards the cost of the windows. The 

balance of the invoice has been paid 

from the property budget. 

 

NOTE: The window installer reported 

that the window frames and the wall are 

in good condition and that there is no 

water damage. The property committee 

will be installing window casings on the 

interior of the rake-head windows in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

Tyler from Red Valley Landscaping has 

been contracted to clear the snow at the 

same rate as last year. 

 

Future projects Fall/Winter 

 Replace the bulb outside the 

Fellowship hall exit (Sodium bulb 

ordered) 

 Replace broken floor tile at the front 

entrance  

 Additional soap dispenser requested 

(to be located on the sidewall above 

the counter) 

 

Future Projects Spring 

 City sidewalk repairs (contact city) 

 Repair brick work on the circular 

Memorial Garden on west lawn 

 Landscaping work on lawns on the 

east side of front entrance, west of 

the church and the island  (soil and 

seed or sod) 

 Paint outside window frames 

(painting bee) 

 

 

Donna Bulow 
 

Committee Members: 

Harley Alexiuk 

Bob Bulow 

Donna Bulow 

Mike Carruthers 

Mike Hurst 

George Mattus 

Glen Naylor 

Bruce Peto 

Property Committee 

There is an opportunity to 
share your talents by 
joining the Property 

Committee as four people 
are retiring from the 

committee after the UCiM 
2014 Annual Meeting. 

 
If you feel “called”” to 

serve on this committee 
please contact Donna 

Bulow or the Nominating 
Chair, John Badertscher. 
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Why not include memorial lights in 
your Christmas plans? 
 

T hroughout the Advent and 

Christmas Season, and into 

Epiphany, a wreath will be displayed 

with Christmas lights shining in memory 

of your loved ones. 

 

From the 1st Sunday of Advent until the 

Sunday prior to Christmas Eve, you are 

invited to designate “Lights for Lives” in 

memory of loved ones. For each person 

remembered a light will be lit and you 

will receive a personalized symbol that 

indicates a light is shining at The United 

Church in Meadowood in memory of 

your chosen loved ones. This symbol 

can be hung on your tree or can be 

given to a family member of the loved 

one you are remembering. 

 

It is our prayer that the glow of these 

memorial lights, plus the personalized 

symbol will provide comfort, cherished 

memories and a celebration of life. 

 

The “Lights for Lives” display will 

conclude on the fourth Sunday after 

Christmas.  

 

Trustees of the Memorial 
Fund will be available to 
accept donations before and 
after worship services on: 
 

1st of Advent  HOPE November 30 
2nd of Advent PEACE December 7 
3rd of Advent JOY December 14 
4th of Advent LOVE December 21 
 
The names of remembered loved ones 

will be included in the Memoriam Book 

at the back of the sanctuary and a  

“Lights for Lives” insert will be included 

in the Sunday, January 28, 2015 church 

bulletin.  

 

We thank you and look forward to your 

continued support of “Lights for Lives”. 

 

“Out of darkness the light will shine” 
11 Corinthians 4:6 

 

Donna Bulow 

Advent Celebration 
Come Celebrate Advent with Family & Friends of 

The United Church in Meadowood 

 

Please join us for an evening of casseroles, cookies, crafts, candles 

and a Christmas concert at our annual 

Advent Celebration 

Sunday, December 7, 2014 5:30 - 8:00 pm 

Potluck @ 5:30 pm     Desserts & Crafts @ 6:15 pm     Christmas Concert @ 7:00 pm 

**Please bring a potluck dish and dessert/cookies to share.** 
Hosted by the Following and Christian Education Committees 

Memorial Fund - Lights for Lives 

Committee Members: 

Bev Beck 

Karen Berube 

Donna Bulow 

Jodie Heaman 

Eleanor Slater  
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St. Vital Art Group 
 

T he St. Vital Art Group (SVAG) meets every Wednesday at UCiM. 

 

The group especially welcomes members of the congregation who would like to join.  

 

Each year the SVAG makes a donation to the church totaling approximately $1,500.  At the annual art show, 

held in the Spring, there is a silent auction with all proceeds going to the church, in addition to 10% of all art 

sales. 

 

For further information about The St. Vital Art Group, contact Isabel Cheer at 204-488-0207. 
 

*** 
 

In addition to its annual Show and Sale at UCiM in April, SVAG displays paintings at  Great West Life and at the 
Mona Lisa Restaurant. Many of the artists also present their work at other venues. 

Fall Supper Committee 

Members: 

Gord Stimpson 

Bev Dupasquier 

Donna Bulow 

Dorothy Stoodley 

Alice Strong-Penner 

Karen Lenaghan 

Fall Supper Report 

W ith any big undertaking there are always many people involved in making 

the occasion a success.  The Fall Supper Committee send thank you’s and 

appreciation to: 

 

Our local grocers:  St. Anne’s Sobeys, St. Anne’s Extra Foods, Dakota Family Fare, 

Dakota Sobeys and Dakota Red River Co-Op for their generous donations. 

 

All of our congregants who made donations of food, their time and organizational 

skills, cooking food, setting up, clearing tables and cleaning up the kitchen and hall 

after the meal. 

 

There were opportunities to meet friends and enjoy a time of Fellowship.  The 

following are statistics on the Fall Supper with comparisons of previous years. 

 

 2014 2013 2012 2011 

 

Tickets Sold: 

   Adults 491 426 495 555 

   Childrens 27 35 25 37 

   Children 4 & Under 1 

   (no charge) 

Total 519 461 520 592 

 

Cash donations $63 $250 $100 $46 

Expenses $1972 $1,999 $1,813 $1,455 

Net Revenue $5,671 $4,866 $5,837 $5,473 

 

Karen Lenaghan 
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Caring with Cookies 

Y our Fellowship Committee looks forward to co-hosting 

with the Christian Education Committee, the food 

portion of the Advent Celebration on December 7, 2014 

(see page 5). 

 

Something to look forward to: 

 

The Fellowship Committee is organizing a “Coffee, Cake & 
Conversation” event which will take place the week of  

February 7-13, 2015.  This is an opportunity for UCiM 

congregants to get to know one another a little better, 

especially those who might be less active/involved/fringes 

of our church membership. 

 

Sheets with host’s names, day, time and location will be 

posted in the Narthex in January.  You will be asked to 

 pre-select an event you would like to attend and we hope 

that you would sign up with someone you are not familiar 

with. 

 

More details to follow. 

Karen Lenaghan 

Fellowship Committee 

T he Pastoral Care Team requires the 

congregation’s assistance in 

providing cookies for members of the 

pastoral care team to 

deliver this Christmas.  

These cookies would go to 

those members and 

adherents of our church 

family who for a variety of 

reasons are unable to attend church 

services. 

  

On Sunday, December 7th we invite the 

congregation to help share the joy of 

Christmas by donating three dozen 

small cookies.  Note: cookies only, no 

dainties please.  The goal is to put 

together 40 small cookie containers. 

 

Cookies will be received before the 

church service and then 

assembled into containers.  

Following the church 

service the tins will be 

picked up and delivered by 

pastoral care team 

members and/or neighbors. 

  

This is a wonderful opportunity for 
the whole family to share in the spirit 
of Christmas. 
 

Beverly Beck 
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West 
Broadway 
Community 
Ministry 
(WBCM)  
 

Food Drive:  Together 

with our Partners in 

Mission, Upstream 

Cluster, the Outreach 

Committee supports the 

mission of WBCM in the 

deliverance of their 

ministry in the diverse 

downtown area of West 

Broadway. 

 

A bin for emergency food 

collection is located at 

UCiM and the food 

collected is delivered to 

WBCM on a regular basis.  

 

The following items are 

needed the most:  

Protein foods: canned 
meat, fish, beans, peanut 
butter, Nutella 
canned milk, fruits and 
vegetables, cereal and 
baby food, small 
packages of spaghetti (1 
lb.) and sauce; meal 
supplements such as 
Boost and Ensure 
Juice boxes, coffee and 
tea, small portions of 
sugar and coffee whitener 
 

The emergency food 

bank requires smaller 

containers as items are 

carried home.  Items that 

do not require other 

ingredients and those 

that do not require a can 

opener are greatly 

appreciated. 

Other needs are 

toothbrushes and 

toothpaste, soap and 

shampoo to make up 

small shower kits. 

 

Thank you to John 

Badertscher, Clare and 

Barb McMullen, Tannis 

Young and Diane Dwarka 

who volunteer at WBCM.   

 

Both our Men’s Group 

and out UCW support 

WBCM on an ongoing 

basis as well. 

 

Small Change Sundays 
 

Small Change 

Sundays are an 

opportunity to 

put something 

in the offering 

plate when many of us 

use PAR.  

 

The congregation is 

invited to share their 

spare change (separate 

from their regular 

offering) as a visual 

demonstration of 

offering. September and 

November’s Small 

Change went to support 

WBCM.   

 

Mission and Service 
 

The Minute for 

Mission is often 

read on the 4th 

Sunday to 

remind us of 

the greater 

Outreach responsibilities 

of the United Church.  

Lynda Unfried continues 

to serve as our Mission 

Enthusiast.  The 

congregants at UCiM are 

great supporters of 

Mission and Service.   

 

Supporting Social Justice 
in Our Community 
 

Jubilee Fund: Outreach 

supports the Jubilee Fund 

which promotes ethical 

investing in Manitoba.  

Teresa McGregor is our 

contact person. 

 

L.I.T.E.:  Refers to Local 

Investment Toward 

Employment which assists 

inner city residents in 

bridging the ”readiness 

gap” so that they are 

prepared to enter the 

workforce. 

 

Welcome Home Dinner: 

Members and friends of 

UCiM purchase a table of 

tickets for the Welcome 
Home Dinner to support 

The Holy Names House 

of Peace in their ongoing 

mission to support 

vulnerable women in 

transition. 

 

In our Local Community:  

The Outreach Committee 

provides grocery/gas gift 

cards on an ongoing 

basis to members of the 

community. 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 9) 

The Outreach Committee 
strives to be a significant 
Christian presence in the 

community. 
 

We are always interested in 
ideas from the congregation 
and we welcome your input. 

 
Presently the Outreach 
Committee includes: 

 
Sandy Bodnaruk 

Cathy Jones 
Teresa McGregor 

Jean McIllrath 
Lynda Unfried 

with support from 
Ha Na Park & 

Nila MacFarlane 

Outreach Committee Highlights 
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Food For Thought 
 

Registered Dietician Jessica Almeida spoke to 40 guests after church on 

November 16, 2014.  A variety of delicious soups were enjoyed while we 

were educated on how to read food labels and healthy eating.   

 

The Advent season will bring our annual Hamper Drive and Meadowood 

Market supporting Gifts with Vision and the Catalog from 

1HopeWinnipeg as well as Fair Trade products and gifts which support 

our local community and social justice.  Give thoughtful gifts this 

Christmas! 

 

Respectfully submitted by 
Cathy Jones, Chair 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Nov. 30 

Advent - Hope 
Worship 10:30 am 
Talking Teens 10:30 am 

1 
Meadowood 
Munchkins 
9:30 am 

2 
Choir 8:00 pm 

3 
Property Committee 
7:00 pm 

4 5 6 

7 
Advent - Peace 

Worship 10:30 am 
 Communion 
Cookies for Shut Ins 
Advent Celebration] 
 Potluck 5:30 pm  
 Concert 7:00 pm  

8 
Meadowood 
Munchkins 
9:30 am 

9 
Choir 8:00 pm 

10 
Council 7:00 pm 

11 
Handiworks 
2:00 pm 
(last until January) 

12 13 

14 
Advent - Joy 

Worship 10:30 am 

15 
 

16 17 18 
Men’s Group Dinner 
5:30 pm 

19 20 

21 
Advent - Love 

Worship 10:30 am 
 Choir Cantata 
 
Longest Night Service 
7:00 pm 

22 23 24 
Christmas Eve 
 
Family Services 
3:30 pm Pageant 
7:00 pm 
Communion 
11:00 pm 

25 
 

26 27 

28 
Worship 10:30 am 

29 30 31 
New Years Eve 

   

DECEMBER 2014 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2 3 

4 
Worship 10:30 am 
 Communion 

5 6 7 
Property Committee 
7:00 pm 

8 
Handiworks 
2:00 pm 

9 10 

11 
Worship 10:30 am 
 Baptism 

12 13 14 
Council 7:00 pm 

15 16 17 

18 
Worship 10:30 am 

19 
UCW 7:00 pm 

20 21 22 
Handiworks 
2:00 pm 
 
Men’s Group Dinner 
5:30 pm 

23 24 

25 
Worship 10:30 am 
 Small Change 

Sunday 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

JANUARY 2015 



1111 Dakota Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R2N 3T7 

Phone: 204.256.7002 
Fax: 204.256.6078 

E-mail: ucm@ucim.org 
www.ucim.org 

Ministers: 
Rev. Ha Na Park 
hana.park@ucim.org 
 
Rev. Gordon Taylor 
gordon.taylor@ucim.org 

 
Office Administrator 

Andrea Hurst 
ucm@ucim.org 

 
Music Director 

Chad Muir 
chad@ucim.org 

 
Accompanist 

Steven Webb 
stevenwebb@ucim.org 

We Need Your Help! 

F ederal law requires UCiM to have explicit opt-in permission from those to whom we send bulk 

emails.  If you wish to receive emails from UCiM it is important that you give us permission.  We 

usually send out a short weekly update and the occasional notice about upcoming special events. 

 

We need your help so we’re making it easy for you to respond (if you have not already done so).  Look 

at the bottom of any emails sent from Gordon, Ha Na or Andrea.  Click on the words (click on this link) 

to easily give or remove your permission.  Alternatively, you can send the church office an email to opt 

in or opt out  Remember you only need to opt in once. 

 

If you have any questions, please speak to one of our staff, Sandra Barsy or Margaret-Anne Morrison.  

Thank you for your assistance with this. 

Library News 

I t's time to curl up with 

a good book, tea and 

a warm blanket! Check 

out our library for fiction, 

non-fiction, movies, 

children's books, religion 

and general reference.  

We just ask that you 

return them when you 

are finished. 

Thanks!!  
Linda Unfried & 

Marnie Stimpson 

THE 
MEADOWOOD 
MARKET is coming!  

 

Look for us the first 3 

Sundays in December. 

 

Please think about WBCM 

next time you are at the 

grocery store as they 

have had to send out 

extra pleas for food 

several times in the past 

few months. 

 

As always, WBCM 

appreciates all your food 

donations.  

Climbing the Sacred Mountain - A 
Membership Exploration for Adults 

I f you would like to belong, or become a member, 

please contact the church office at 204-256-7002, 

or email Gordon at gordon.taylor@ucim.org . 

 

A 6 session adult confirmation exploration will begin 

in mid-January and occur on alternate weeks 

(Wednesdays) — culminating in April 12, 2015. An 

outline of the experience is available by request. 

 

Reception by transfer or confirmation can be 

arranged.  

The Cupboards Are Bare 
 

A n appeal for food items for the emergency food 

cupboards at St. Matthew's-Maryland 

Community  Ministry, 365 McGee Street.  

 

Items such as soup, Kraft dinner, baked beans, pasta 

and sauce, cereal, rice, canned pasta, juice, canned 

vegetables and fruit, peanut butter, Cheese Whiz, 

canned meat or fish; razors, shampoo, toothpaste, 

baby food items, feminine products. 

 

Items may be dropped off at the Ministry Mondays, 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays between 12 noon 

and 4:00 pm. 

 

Please call 204-774-3957 for more information. 

The Meadowood Monitor 

Helga Grose—Editor  

The Meadowood Monitor is published four times a year  (February, April, September & November). 

Items for submission can be emailed to helgagrose@mts.net  

http://ucim.org/via/Default.aspx
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